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WOA Meets Virtually with U.S., EU Policymakers 

 

 

 

This spring, Wine Origins Alliance (WOA) members convened virtually to meet 

with policymakers in Washington, DC and Brussels to call for the elimination 

of tariffs and other non-tariff barriers to trade in wine, such as the lack of 

effective name protection for wine regions in the U.S. and around the world. 

WOA members discussed these important issues with members of Congress, 

the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, the U.S. Mission to the European 



 

Union, the EU Delegation to the United States and the European Commission. 

To learn more about these meetings, click here. 
 

 

 

Willamette Valley Receives Protected Geographical 

Indication Status in the EU 

 

 

 

 

In July, WOA member Willamette Valley became just the second American 

wine region to receive Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) status in the 

European Union. The PGI status acknowledges the importance of location in 

making Willamette Valley wines and will help provide added security and 

protection for the Willamette Valley name from those who seek to mislead 

consumers. For more information about this decision and the importance of 

protecting wine place names, click here. 

 

 

WOA Holds Second Annual Wine on Earth Taste-a-Thon 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.origins.wine_post_woa-2Dadvocates-2Din-2Dwashington-2Dand-2Dbrussels-2Dfor-2Delimination-2Dof-2Dtariffs-2Dnon-2Dtariff-2Dbarriers&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=EtpPTvKGBeFrVtEFbxDrz9yL9mTz907sHdwhRkQMgw8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.winebusiness.com_news_-3Fgo-3DgetArticle-26dataId-3D249046&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=lIvKOjC1Kd91HKVjMpsfFOTXGzi227d81N5VsyXFNnk&e=


 

 

On June 17, WOA held its second annual “Wine on Earth Taste-A-Thon,” a 

day of virtual wine tastings and events hosted by some of the world’s most 

renowned wine regions. Event attendees had the unique opportunity to hear 

and learn from wine producers and representatives from 12 wine regions in 

six countries around the world. For more information about this year’s event 

and to watch select events on demand, visit www.wineonearth.org.  

 

 

Global Wine Regions Face, Adapt to Fiery Conditions 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, several WOA member regions around the world have 

experienced recent wildfires. In France, the Provence region was impacted by 

fires in August that affected as many as 73 wineries in the growing area. In the 

United States, wildfires broke out north of Napa Valley, and smoke from the 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.wineonearth.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=qqGcDhRyTCa2XEZrd3wXC0aby1h3K4BECKtuNwc0j80&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.foodandwine.com_news_provence-2Dfrance-2Dwildfires-2Dwine-2Dcountry&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=QJtt3dRA-2vgxgAsyE0WplDqfddsLsV4bo_ZLpsB3os&e=


 

fires is likely to affect grapes in certain parts of both Napa Valley and Sonoma 

County. WOA members have worked to adapt to more frequent wildfires such 

as these by using smoke-tainted grapes for different kinds of wine, adopting 

new filtration processes, using coating compounds and more. 
 

 

 

WOA Members Embrace Sustainability 

 

 

 

 

From increased temperatures to changing soil acidity levels, WOA member 

regions are implementing sustainable agricultural practices to meet the 

challenges of climate change. Michelle Williams details in Wine Enthusiast 

how South African wine producers are experimenting with drought resistant 

grape varietals and Napa Valley wine growers are planting more heat resistant 

grapes. Many wine regions are also expanding their grape varietals and 

blends produced to help adapt to a changing climate and ensure their wines 

can be produced for years to come. Read more here.  

 

 
 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.wine-2Dsearcher.com_m_2021_08_fires-2Dfinally-2Dreach-2Dcalifornia-2Dwine-2Dcountry&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=QWKWVa46xp74toYUQogmUBcdgvd2oyeVbML-FZz2sS8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apnews.com_article_business-2Dlifestyle-2Dscience-2Denvironment-2Dand-2Dnature-2Dclimate-2Dchange-2D2fcf2125d5fed1d67670abfed5338a28&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=ukqetNqPGXoIPUfQIuRd5ej0Z22KubaGRESQNUvz5U4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.washingtonpost.com_health_wildfires-2Dsmoke-2Dwine-2Dtaste_2021_09_10_ce4cd4ec-2D1007-2D11ec-2Dbc8a-2D8d9a5b534194-5Fstory.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=XqONTx-JEFeTmc9DIwMo0jes4fS3Tf8NO8RFp6zwUwo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.winemag.com_2020_02_03_wine-2Dclimate-2Dchange_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=mMvDj1yN8GJxkINQClOCo4YGtHjdfHwlYXTIS970nlU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.winemag.com_2020_02_03_wine-2Dclimate-2Dchange_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eNU3oh-1tUYDMB5gGPBAl6pW1jsqyAL1LyHdtF4YEyI&m=70GIDaHiNytWjFV9PEZFgYxMj62ctCiJ0UB2WMwI1m8&s=mMvDj1yN8GJxkINQClOCo4YGtHjdfHwlYXTIS970nlU&e=


 

 

MEMBER TRIVIA 

 

 

 

 

 

The Barosa wine region is known for its richly flavored Shiraz wines from 

both Barossa Valley and Eden Valley, some that are more than 170 years 

old. 

 

 

 

Seneca Lake is the largest and deepest of the Finger Lakes and helps 

influence the terroir and climactic conditions of the Seneca Lake AVA. 

 

 

 

The Rhône Valley was once a collapsed pit filled by the Mediterranean Sea, 

formed after a confrontation between the Massif Central and the Alps. 

 



 

 

JOIN US  

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Instagram, Facebook or Twitter to get all our latest updates. If you are a 
representative of a wine region and are interested in joining the Wine Origins 
Alliance, please email info@wineorigins.com. 
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